Surrender the Self-Bridge the Divide Lesson Plans

I. Getting to know partners

· Explain the process of the project: What their assignment was, what we are going to do, their response, and where it will all be displayed

· Learn where partners live

· Students will be handed 27 photos to “meet” their partner.  You have heard the saying “A picture says 1,000 words.”  You will receive 27 photographs taken by a student in Wisconsin . . . that’s worth 27,000 words, or about 54 pages of typed writing!  They have told you about themselves and their life by taking pictures of themselves literally, symbolically, physically, and representationally.  You need to learn who they are because in the end, it is your challenge to represent them in one work of art – a clay mask.

· STEP 1: Sitting alone, examining the photos like a detective, students will write what they learn about their partner by filling out “Reading the Photographs” worksheet.

Make observations: 

· What PLACES are in the photos? 

· What buildings are in the photos?

· What is the landscape like?

· Are they doing anything?

· How do they dress? 

· Are there other people in the photos?  Who do you think they are?

· What other objects are in the photos?  What do they own?

Guess about their life:

· What do they like to do?

· Where do they spend most of their time?  Where do they like to go?

· What do they like to eat?

· What is their life like?

Guess about who they are INSIDE:

· What is important to them? 

· What are their beliefs?

· What is their culture like?

· What kind of personality do they have?

· Would you be good friends with them if you went to the same school?
· STEP 2: Students will organize the photos into four different categories:

1.) Photographs that capture the literal such as…

· a picture of the guitar you love to play

· a picture of the tube of lip gloss you are never without

· a picture of the grandmother you get your sense of humor from

· a picture of your favorite place to get away from it all

2.) Photographs that capture the symbolic such as…

· a picture of the sun piercing through the leaves of the tree in your back yard can be a symbol of your hopeful or optimistic side

· a blurry picture of cars speeding past your window can symbolize how so many things in your life are moving too quickly and how difficult it is to keep up or make sense of it all

3.) Photographs that capture all or half of your face 

· if you’re a good aim and have a long arm, you’ll be able to capture your whole face on your own

· if you want half-face / split-portrait pictures, profile pictures, or perfectly framed whole-face pictures, you are allowed—and encouraged—to have somebody you trust take the pictures for you

4.) Photographs that attempt to capture the things inside you that nobody else can really see or feel in exactly the same way you do such as…

· Confidence

· Worry

· Dreams

· Desire

· Fear

· Values / Morals

· Culture
· Religion / Spirituality
· STEP 3: Students will choose 1 photograph from each pile that they think is most essential to tell their partner’s story.  Together, these FOUR photographs should be the most important ones in representing who they are.

II. Introduction to Masks
· Introduction to Masks power point

· History of Masks

· Lady of Uruk

· Uses of masks

· Purpose of their mask, what it means to “Surrender the Self-Bridge the Divide”

· Where partners are located

· Introduce today’s challenge

· Search two websites

http://www.masksoftheworld.com/
http://www.maskmaker.com/catalog.html
· Fill out “Visual Communication in Masks” worksheet

III. Sketch mask ideas

· Students must make at least 3 sketches

· Rules of the Game:

1. You must include something from each of your four chosen photographs: literal, symbolic, physical, and inner representation.  

2. The mask does NOT have to have normal features of a human . . . it is whatever interpretation you make of their photographs.  

3. You may use the clay to build forms and textures, but you may also use the paint color or other decoration (feathers, beads, sequins, pipe cleaners, etc) to communicate about your partner after they have been fired.  Think about all elements of art to communicate their story: line, color, texture, shape, form, value, and space.

IV. Face template

· Have 6x8” paper cut

· Fold in half the tall way

· Fold in half twice the other way

· Open so only folded in half once the tall way to create a symmetrical face

· Measure one finger from the side for nose

· Measure two fingers for the space for the eye, draw in eye shape

· Nose goes to second crease, comes from eyebrow

· Measure one finger down from nose, draw mouth

· Draw outside of face shape – MUST touch top corner, side, and bottom corner

· Remember to think of your photographs and communicating about your partner.

· Cut out while still in half

· Trace the other side so that the face is symmetrical . . . if you want it that way.

V. Throwing a slab

· THROWING clay warning!

· Slab building is one of many ways to build with clay

· Wedge clay

· The more you touch, the drier it gets

· Pat into a ball

· Tap into a cube – don’t drop, don’t throw

· Tap two sides to flatten as much as possible

· Begin to “throw clay” . . . let gravity do the work, roll off your hand

· Flip it over each time.  Change directions so that the slab is the correct shape to fit your mask shape.

· End when it is about ½” thick

VI. Cut out mask shape and trace face

· Use a feddling knife to cut mask shape.  Be careful of blade.

· Use pencil to trace face impression into the clay

· Lay on paper towel on tube for shape

VII. Nose

· Go over 4 S’s: Score, Slip, Seal, Smooth

· Must do this EVERY time you add a piece of clay

· What shape is a nose? Pyramid

· Make in your hands, add it on using the 4 S’s

· Shape to perfection

· Look for details – sides of nose, ball on end, nostrils (use something to poke in)

VIII. Forehead and Cheeks

· Wedge clay

· Use pattern to trace and cut out a chunk for forehead

· Use 4 S’s to attach

· For cheeks: roll a small chubby coil and tear in half.  Add on to create eye socket. Blend bottom more into face.

· MAKE AN EXPRESSION!  Eyebrow raised, fear, shock, happy??

IX. Eyes and eyebrows

· Make a ball of clay.  Can cut in half to make them equal or make one larger.

· Slip and score the ball or half ball on

· Lay thin patty over part of eye to create eyelid.  Keep the edge crisp – it looks funny to have eyelids blend into eyeball.

· Press large sharpie cap into eye to create iris outline.  Where is your person looking?  Can do it at different angles.

· Press other side of cap into eye for pupil

· Eyebrows are a very good way to communicate and give your mask expression.

X. Jaw and lips

· Jaw is a coil , slipped and scored onto bottom of face – goes all the way to ears where cheek bones meet

· Use 4 S’s

· Lips: 2 coils put on, move the way you like them to make expression
· Think about personality traits!  What are they saying about your partner?
XI. Any other additions

· Ears
· Jewelry
· Moles
· Glasses
· Hair
· Teeth
XIII. Finishing process (write on board)

1. Gouge out back to ½” – demonstrate how to hold, feel, dig, feel, etc

2. Poke holes to hang

3. Carve name and section in back

4. Set on tube with DRY paper towel

5. Smooth off everything, check for last details

6. Put away WITHOUT BAG so it will dry

AFTER FIRING . . . 

I. Painting base coat and details
· Rise the mask off to get rid of dust.

· MUST mix paint.  The only colors you can do straight out of the jar are black and white.

· Have a plan when you mix them.  Talk about color wheel – colors next to are good to mix, primary colors, NOT complimentary colors

· Paint the entire mask – eyes, extras, everything.  You can paint details later.

· Get in the cracks by poking the brush.  NO clay should be peaking through at all.

· You can take small amounts of clay (pea sized) in palette to paint details one top of base coat.

II. Decorating with other materials

· Sequins, beads, raffia, pom poms, feathers, pipe cleaners, anything else you want.

· When you take something use it or put it back . . . do not waste materials.

· Use hot glue to attach – liquid glue and glue stick won’t work.

· Caution: Hot glue is hot.  Do not touch the tip or the glue.  Use them at the two stations I have set up over the cardboard.  There should not be a lot of people crowded.

· Think about 5 personality traits!

· If you poked holes and want to hang your mask, use the yarn and string I have set out.

III. Writing about your inspiration and yourself

Part 1: Your Interpretation

Looking at the photographs you chose for each category, answer the questions.

Directions:

For each photograph, answer the following questions.

· What was the photograph of?  Describe it in detail.  

· What caught your attention?  What inspired you?  Why?

· How did you include that, or represent that, on your clay mask?

· Why was that important?

The product:

· You should have 4 paragraphs - one for each photograph.

· Complete sentences

· Proper punctuation and grammar . . . your partners are native English speakers!

Part 2: About You

Your partner gave you 27 personal photographs.  If a picture says 1,000 words, they gave you 27,000 words, or about 54 typed pages of writing.  Photographs are very personal and they trusted you . . . they let you look at their life and showed you honestly who they are.  In pictures they described who they were literally, symbolically, physically, and representationally.  It is your turn to trust them, give back, and share about yourself!

Directions:

Write about yourself.  Think about what they told you . . . literally, symbolically, physically, and representationally . . . and give that information back to them.  If you were to receive this writing, what would you want to know about the other person?  

The product:

· You should write in letter format.  It should start: “Dear Mr.Splichal,”

· Complete sentences

· Proper punctuation and grammar

In total, your writing should be about 1 page typed







